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Our Vision:
We envision a church with

a vibrant Christian spiritual life

where we welcome and 

value all God’s people…

Where we grow, discover,

and share our gifts in the 

church and in the world. 



 Dear Friends in Christ,

As the days grow shorter and the leaves begin to change, fall reminds us that God is always at work creating

something new.

There is something beautiful about this season. The trees let go of what they no longer need, making room

for a new season of growth. Perhaps there is a lesson for us in that. Sometimes God calls us to let go of our

worries, our disappointments, our fears, or even things that have kept us from moving forward. When we

place them in God’s hands, we make room for His peace, His grace, and His possibilities.

Fall is also a season of gathering. Families return to familiar routines, children head back to school, and our

church ministries begin a new season of activity. It is a wonderful time to reconnect with one another and,

more importantly, to reconnect with God.

As United Methodists, we believe that faith is not something we are meant to live alone. We are a people

who “do no harm, do good, and stay in love with God.” Our faith grows when we worship together, pray

together, serve together, and care for one another.

I encourage each of you this fall to look for one opportunity to become more deeply involved in the life of

our church. Perhaps it is joining a Bible study, attending a fellowship gathering, volunteering for a ministry,

inviting someone to worship, or simply reaching out to someone who may be feeling alone.

Your Pastor 
         

              Our Church Vision statement: 

We envision a church with a vibrant 

Christian spiritual life where we welcome

and value all God’s people…

Where we grow, discover, and share our gifts in the church and in the world
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From the Pastor: A Season of New Beginnings



PRAY for and Encourage One Another Daily

Lord - we lift up these people to you by name:

Lisa     Jeff Sweeney    Sandy Stokes      Art Baldwin & Family     Anna      Jean Britt 

Troy Clancy      Steve’s Aunt Carol’s Family     Mother of Jazymine      Gary Osinski      Corrie 

Baby James     Dahlia Turner      Pauline & Grayson East      Buck Vandenboss      Gail & Linda 

Sister Lynda      Todd Lawrie      Anna, Chris & Cassidy      John      Jennifer     Bob Willobee 

Laurie Del Pino      Kim Rizzo      Betty Morrison      Franny Stokes      Conor & Christopher      Chris      

Jerry Lambert      Ellen      Bill & Danice Burns     Gaiter Family     Nancy Stewart      Olivia      Victoria and family

Joy      Evelyn Granger      Mike Dempsey      Mrs. Joan      Ann Anderson      Lisa Palazollo 

 John Hauxwell      Amanda Guzman      John Buscanti      Samantha Clancy     Jody Aiken      Jake Taylor 

Mike Hoover      Nadine Gildner      Ed Roden & Family     Ro Van Wagoner      Carolynn Foss      

 Shirley Acheson     Kip Lawrie     Peg Moulder     Olga Neill      Denise Gildner      Glen & Geraldine McLaughlin      

Kent Patterson     Carol Hauxwell      Ron Shedlowsky & family      Ginny Conrad      Amy Thorsen
                                                

We ask your blessings upon:  

          All school children, teachers, graduates, school workers and administrators 

All Families - those expecting new children; dealing with loss of a loved one;

Those navigating complex relationships; dealing with job / lack of job stress 

Those affected by Natural Disasters & all Violence in the US and worldwide

First responders, caregivers, medical personnel and all affected by illness 

All of our brothers and sisters who deal with inequality, racism & hatred 

Those with mental illnesses, are lonely, or do not have someone to pray for them 

Those in the military who serve for our freedom 

Our local and national representatives in all three branches of government

All affected by the Oxford High School, MSU and all other School Shootings 

Oxford UMC, Pastor, Staff, Guests, United Methodists, and Christians everywhere

 Our Revived Church - that Oxford UMC may be a great source of love 

for this community and that we may revive our vision

 We also pray for those whose names are unmentioned, dear Lord, for you know and love them. 

We ask all these things in your name, Lord Jesus. 

Need prayer with Pastor? Sign up on the sheet outside the office, or contact the church office 
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WELCOMING ONE ANOTHER, BUILDING CHRIST’S CHURCH

“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” –Romans 15:7, NRSVue

2026 Church Conference will be on October 29 at 7pm via Zoom

Church Leaders please note - all forms are due to the church office by October 4 - 

PLEASE BE READY TO DISCUSS AT THE 9/28 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

AND GET SIGNATURES

(the Zoom link will be available later) | FORMS AVAILABLE AT: https://michiganumc.org/resources/forms/#
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Starting September 27 ... Join Pastor after worship for....th

Romans: From Sin Management to Love Unleashed (Daily Seeds)

Cost (optional): $18

Explore how the seeds of Romans grow in us a bigger vision for a love that

does not keep track of our failures, but instead forms us into the way of Jesus.

There really are only two stories—Adam and Jesus; sin and grace; death and

life. Paul’s letter to the Romans tells us these stories in vivid frames with

compelling faith. In doing so, he reveals to us the doctrine of transformation—

the righteousness that comes by faith. This study of Romans will move you

beyond education and knowing things about Jesus to spiritual awakening and

transformation through daily immersion in Scripture. J. D. encourages

reading the Bible with others and to put spiritual insights into action.

Starting Wednesday, September 16
10:30am

th

The Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

will be studying the book of Philippians

Philippians is a letter from the Apostle Paul (and co-

authored by Timothy) to the church in Philippi,

emphasizing joy and unity in Christ. Paul encourages

believers to live humbly and to rejoice even in sufferings.

He expresses gratitude for their support, urges them to

stand firm in Christ, and highlights the importance of

prayer and righteous living.

Historical Context: Philippians was written around AD 60-

62 during Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome. Philippi was a

Roman colony in Macedonia, known for its strategic

location and Roman citizenship privileges. The church in

Philippi was the first European church founded by Paul, as

mentioned in Acts 16.



September 27th is Rally Sunday and the First Day of Sunday School. We will be

having a Word for Children that is a bit longer. Mary will be telling the story of

Stone Soup. When everyone contributes a little, we can accomplish a lot. Please

bring canned vegetables and non-perishable foods that day for the Food Bank.

We want to combine a Bible lesson with the reminder to contribute often to

Oxford Orion Fish. 

We are going to have a more structured Youth Education Program this year. We

will be starting every lesson with The Lord's Prayer and we will be reciting the 10

 Commandments. We will be reading the Scripture the adults are reading. We have the weekly lessons Becky

prints that correspond with Scripture and plenty of craft projects. We are in need of more people to volunteer

for teaching Youth Education occasionally. The few that we have also like to travel, have days they cannot

attend church or just need a break. It is not difficult and the children are a lot of fun. 

The room we are using is also used for Wednesday Morning Bible Study and the Pre-Worship meeting.

Keeping it clean and organized has been challenging. People tend to put things in there when they don't know

where they belong. People are also leaving paperwork, water bottles, etc behind after use. Please be

considerate of the other groups using this room. 

                                                                                                                                                            Mary Dempsey
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On September 20  the Bell Choir will be back in worship!
th

Come on out and welcome them back!

Please Note - Brunch will not resume until October 18 



Covenant Class 2.0 - Re-Scheduled for October 4 | after worship  food, and

childcare provided

We invite you to attend our next Covenant renewal class and get to know more about Oxford UMC.

Interested in joining OUMC? Already a member and just have questions?  This class is for you! 

If you already have a red packet, please return the forms to the church office asap - thanks!

New Member Recognition is scheduled for October 18, 2026.

On August 30th

Oxford UMC was 

pleased to 

present four newly

Baptized Members...

Ashley Hussei

Hailie Arnold

Garrett Granger

and Harriett Granger

Congratulations!!  
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Excelsior Bell Choir

The Bell Choir rehearsals are on 

Wednesdays from 6:30-8pm 

during the school year

If you have any questions please contact 

Rosemary Rumbold (248-391-0973) 

 

Praise Singers

Join us to practice Sunday’s songs and hymns.

Rehearsals are at 5:30p on Wednesdays 

(during the school year) and 

9am on Sunday mornings. 

 If you have questions or if you 

would like to be a part of the Praise Singers

please contact Renae Shagena (248-969-2225).

Join our Praise Team! 

 

Knit Knack

We meet every Friday from 1-3pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Please join us if you enjoy any type of needle work. 

We are always willing to teach anyone who

 would like to learn.

 If you have any questions, 

please call Mary Garrard, 248-613-4505.

Piece Makers Quilting

All are invited to attend the Piece Makers group 

and help with our prayer quilts. We usually meet on

Wednesday afternoons (1st and 3rd weeks)

starting at 1pm. 

Do you know someone who would like the comfort 

of the prayers woven into a quilt during its creation?

These quilts are intended for anyone who could 

use a hug and a prayer during challenging times. 

If you have any questions, please 

contact Linda McIntyre (248-245-7898). 

Please keep praying!

Youth Group: 

Elementary & Middle

School 

Youth Group: High School 
Wednesdays from 6-7:30pm

 Wednesdays from 6-7pm



8

UM Women: Rachel Circle
 

  We are a women's group that meets once a month

(sometimes more). We will be planning our 2026/27

season of events soon & would really like you to join

us.

This is your opportunity to have a voice in the

direction, planning & scheduling of Rachel Circle

events hosted by the women of OUMC - Rachel

Circle.

If you would like to be a part of the group, but the

meeting time is difficult for you, or you have a

transportation problem, please let me know. There is

always something more to do and actions pave the

way. 

Important dates: 

Friendship Hour dates:

 September 20 & October 25 

Fall 1st meeting date:

September 14 |10:30am | Fellowship Hall

Carolyn Lawrie

President, OUMC Rachel Circle

UM Men: Band of Brothers
 

The United Methodist Men 

focus on Evangelism, Missions, 

and Spiritual Development.
 

Questions? Please contact 

Fred Nelson, UMM President 

(248-628-9826)   

 



January Giving $5,323.91

February Giving $4,368.31

March Giving $8,000.60

April Giving $4,314.45

May Giving $6,759.00

June Giving $2,916.00

July Giving $3,600.75

August Givng $7,654.40

2026 Giving Subtotal $42,937.42

Budget for 2026 $137,925.00

"Do all the good you can, 
in all the places you can, 
to all the people you can." 

 
 Rev. John Wesley (founder of Methodism)
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Finance Update:

Thank you for your faithfulness in giving each month to

God’s church. We as a Finance team keep track of giving

and expenses each month. Thank you for being a good

servant. Please prayerfully consider how you can increase

your stewardship giving this year during our fall campaign.

“Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the
first fruits of all your produce.”    Proverbs 3:9

We give thanks for all that you can do!

If you prefer to write a check or donate with cash,

 please use your offering envelopes.  If you would like

information on how to do it electronically, 

please see Becky in the church office.

 

If you need envelopes or have a question about your giving

statement, please call Larry Bradford, financial secretary or

leave a message for him with the church office.
 

[Reprinted with permission from ChurchArtPro™ Online]

Prayer of Remembrance for Patriots Day

   O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, our shelter through

every storm, and our eternal home... 

We come before You remembering the lives lost on September 11, 2001.  

Though many years have passed, the sorrow of that day still lingers in the hearts

of families, friends and a grieving nation. Lord, comfort those who continue to

carry loss. Grant peace to the brokenhearted, strength to the weary and light to

those walking through seasons of grief. Let Your presence bring hope where

memories still ache. Teach us to care for one another with compassion and

courage. Help us to be a people who offer kindness to the hurting,

encouragement to the discouraged and justice to those who suffer. Stir our hearts

to live with mercy, humility and love for our neighbors. Forgive us when our

words are greater than our actions. May we strive each day to reflect the values

of faith, unity and grace that honor You and strengthen our communities. 

Thank You, Lord, for Your constant care and unfailing mercy. Even in tragedy,

You remain our refuge and our hope. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Birthday’s and Anniversaries

September 1 - Mike Bellairs

September 4 - Dan Mumbrue            

September 7 - Sydney Richter

September 13 - Todd Davidson

September 15 - Anne Rossier

September 18 - Teddi Bradford

September 21 - Mary Dempsey

September 26 - Bernie Rumbold

September 29 - Megan Crothers

September 30 - Laura Clancy

September 18 - Tim & Jean Davidson

September 23 - Mark & Amy Beth Fleischer

September 27 - Bob & Colleen Richter

September 28 - Kevin & Keri Kater

October 10 - Steve & Kathy Laidlaw

October 24 - Ron & Heather Osborn-Uselman

October 3 - Myles Richard

October 6 - Bob Willobee

October 16 - Pastor Julius Del Pino

October 17 - Weston Crothers

October 30 - Steve Laidlaw

October 31 - Catherine Richard

October 31 - Eric Richard



FISH Location: 1060 S. Lapeer Rd., Oxford
Website: www.oxfordorionfish.org
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                                                              Love in the Name of Christ (Love INC) of North Oakland County is a non-profit network of               

                                                     churches in the area, including Oxford UMC. The mission of Love INC is to mobilize local 

                                                                volunteers and churches to help those in need and transform lives in the name of Christ.       

                                                             They try to provide any help that is beyond the scope of the churches on their own. 

  The Clothing Closet (at Oxford Freedom Church at 790 S. Lapeer Road) is open on Wednesdays from 9:00am-12:00pm. 

The Connection Center (at LakePoint Church at 1550 W. Drahner Rd) needs help. 

Love INC oversees the Meals on Wheels program here at Oxford UMC! 

For the entire month of September, every gift you give to Love INC will be matched dollar for dollar. 

Your generosity will stretch twice as far, offering twice the support, twice the stability, and twice the hope. This is your

opportunity to make twice the impact and join in the redemptive work God is doing in our community every day. 

 HERE’S HOW TO DOUBLE YOUR DOLLARS: Scan the QR Code. Visit our website: and click on 

     DOUBLE YOUR DOLLARS or Mail your check to: Love INC, P.O. Box 104, Lake Orion, MI 48361. 

             If you would like to donate your time or money to help your neighbors in need, or need help please 

                      contact them: Website - www.loveincofnoc.org or call 248-693-4357 for more information. 

 

Oxford / Orion FISH Food Pantry 

“Neighbors Helping Neighbors”

We are collecting FISH donations on the first Sunday of each month. You may also make out a check

to Oxford UMC and put “FISH Food Pantry” in the memo line and we will make sure that your

donation gets there. “Thank You!” 
 

 Current Needs - additional snack items (for after school)

Canned chicken   Canned carrots     Canned stew ​   Canned soup     Canned fruit

Canned kidney beans    Canned mixed vegetables   Chilli     Any non-perishable food

Taco shells / seasoning     Bagged or Boxed Potatoes    Personal care items    Feminine Products   
  

 Current Hours -            Office: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9 to noon 

                                Pantry: Tuesdays - 1-3pm; Wednesdays - 10-2pm; Thursdays - 1-5 pm; 

                                                  3rd Saturdays of month - 9:45-11:30am
 

Questions? Contact Laura Clancy 

(She would like to share this ministry with someone - please let her know if you are able to help!)

FISH is a 100% volunteer organization and they need your help. 

All donations are tax deductible. Remember - NO EXPIRED FOOD PLEASE! 

If you or someone you know would like a Free! hot meal please invite them to visit:
 

Lake Orion UMC (Mondays) 

Immanuel Congregational (Tuesdays) 

LakePoint Community (Thursdays) from 5:30-6:30pm

and/or Oxford UMC (Saturdays) from 9:30-10:30am

All Are Welcome!

All are invited to the community Free! meal program at OUMC!!                                                  
 

On Saturday mornings we are serving breakfast at PFP (People Feeding People)!                                                         

We encourage you to attend and not only be fed by food but also with fellowship.                                                      

We are lifting people up through nutrition and friendship.                                                

We are providing a hot breakfast and most weeks a sack lunch for people in the Fellowship Hall (the 3rd week is

carryout). If you are interested in helping in any way please contact Kathy Laidlaw (248) 701-5910. We hope that you

come and enjoy!!!
 

WHERE: Oxford United Methodist Church     WHEN: Saturdays, 9:30-10:30 am

Oxford UMC is serving on September 5 & 19  October 3,17 & 31 
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To receive food from FISH: 
(248) 628-3933 
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From the Bishop

To read the latest from the Bishop (click here)

Conference (click here)

Or the Greater Detroit District (click here)

Fuel the Fire Conference will feature workshops, fellowship, and worship. Every congregation can

benefit from workshops on creative community outreach, energizing worship, engaging small

groups, empowering collaboration, and other areas of ministry. The afternoon will end with a

celebration of worship featuring the Rev. Olu Brown as the speaker.

Go to https://greaterdetroit.michiganumc.org/fuelthefire/ to register.

o

https://bishop.michiganumc.org/
https://michiganumc.org/
https://greaterdetroit.michiganumc.org/
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Just for Fun
[Reprinted with permission from ChurchArtPro™ Online]

 



Usual Weekly Events:
Sundays - 9am (S) Praise Singer Practice | 10am (S) Worship 
Mondays - 10:30am (SK) Meals on Wheels
Tuesdays - 10:30am (SK) Meals on Wheels | 12pm PROGRAM DEADLINE | 8am - 4pm (W) Dragonfly Hybrid
Wednesdays - 10am (W) Cleaning Crew | 10:30am (SK) Meals on Wheels | 10:30am (M) Wednesday Bible Study 
                         | 1pm (1st/3  weeks) Piece Maker Quilting | 6pm (Y) Youth Group: Elementary & Middle School   rd

                         | 6pm (M) Youth Group: High School  
Thursdays - 10:30am (SK) Meals on Wheels | 8am - 4pm (W) Dragonfly Hybrid
Fridays - 10:30am (SK) Meals on Wheels | 2pm (U) Knit Knack Crafts
Saturdays - 9:30am-10:30am (F/FK) People Feeding People [OUMC Hosting: 9/5,19]

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

9/1 - 7pm (Y) Trustees
9/6 - 10am (S) 15  Sunday after Pentecost: Holy Communionth

9/7 - Labor Day
9/10 - 7pm Paid Staff Meeting (Zoom)
9/13 - 10am (S) 16  Sunday after Pentecostth

       ~11:15am Revive
        - 3pm Fuel the Fire Conference (Troy 1st UMC)
9/14 - 10:30am (F/FK) Rachel Circle
       - 7pm (F/FK) Worship Planning Team
9/20 - 10am (S) 17  Sunday after Pentecost     th

9/27 - 10am (S) 18  Sunday after Pentecost th

9/28 - 7pm (F/FK) Church Council  NOTE DATE CHANGE!!



MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

Usual Weekly Events:
Sundays - 9am (S) Praise Singer Practice | 10am (S) Worship 
Mondays - 10:30am (SK) Meals on Wheels
Tuesdays - 10:30am (SK) Meals on Wheels | 12pm PROGRAM DEADLINE | 8am - 4pm (W) Dragonfly Hybrid
Wednesdays - 10am (W) Cleaning Crew | 10:30am (SK) Meals on Wheels | 10:30am (M) Wednesday Bible Study 
                | 1pm (1st/3  weeks) Piece Maker Quilting | 6pm (Y) Youth Group: Elementary & Middle School rd

                | 6pm (M) Youth Group: High School 
Thursdays - 10:30am (SK) Meals on Wheels | 8am - 4pm (W) Dragonfly Hybrid
Fridays - 10:30am (SK) Meals on Wheels | 2pm (U) Knit Knack Crafts
Saturdays - 9:30am-10:30am (F/FK) People Feeding People [OUMC Hosting:10/3,17,31]

10/4 - 10am (S) 19  Sunday after Pentecost: Holy Communionth

          - World Communion Sunday
          - 11:30am (S) Covenant Class
10/6 - 7pm (Y) Trustees
10/10 - Allison / Blevins Wedding
10/11 - 10am (S) 20  Sunday after Pentecostth

10/12 - 10:30am (F/FK) Rachel Circle       
         - 7pm (F/FK) Worship Planning Team
10/15- THE GRAPEVINE DEADLINE: November/December Issue
10/18 - 10am (S) 21  Sunday after Pentecost: New Member Recognitionst

10/25 - 10am (S) 22  Sunday after Pentecost: Reformation Sundaynd

10/26 - 7pm (F/FK) Church Council
10/29 - 7pm (Zoom) Church Conference

Your paragraph text
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We thank all who create, edit and read The Grapevine!

Regular Sunday Worship:

(and also join us online or via radio)

10:00am Worship
10:20am Sunday School to classes 

(during Worship Service, Sept - May)

Coffee & Refreshments after service

All Are Welcome!
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